Why are kana words named faster than kanji words?
Feldman and Turvey (1980) found that colors conventionally written in kanji (a logo-graphic script) are named slower than are the unconventional kana (a syllabic script) transcriptions of the kanji color words. This surprising finding was attributed to the closer relation of kana to phonology, which is consonant with the general dual-route theory. However, the present study has shown that kanji numerals are named faster than are the corresponding kana numerals. A hypothesis involving selection difficulty inherent in most kanji is presented to explain those apparently conflicting results. Some implications for further research on the kanji versus kana issue are also discussed.